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1915 
An important year in the City of Erlanger 

Tornado Hits, Sons Fighting in WWI, Woman’s Club 

is Organized, Electric Introduced to Erlanger, 300 
Students Attend a Convention in Erlanger, 

Lexington Pike became known as Dixie Highway 
 
                                            What was going on in the World during 1915? 

 

WWI The year 1915, the first full year of the war, which lasted 4 years, saw the 

Allies strive vainly to achieve a breakthrough on the Western Front, while the 

Germans achieved numerous successes elsewhere. It was to prove a disappointing 

year for the Allies, a correspondingly positive one for Germany and its allies. 

 

Movies of 1915 
 

Birth of a Nation Carmen 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Ford Lillian Gish Geraldine Farrar Wallace 

                                                                                                                          Reid 
                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

Baseball 1915 World Series Boston Red Sox vs Philadelphia Phillies at Fenway Park . Babe Ruth played 

 

Hit recordings:"Carry Me Back To Old Virginny" by Alma Gluck"It's A Long Way To Tipperary" by John 

McCormack "I Didn't Raise My Boy to be a Soldier" by Morton Harvey 
 

Ziegfeld Follies Of 1915 Broadway revue opened at the New Amsterdam Theatre New York on June 21 and ran for 
104 performances. This year 2009 the Frankie Vallie hit musical Jersey Boys is playing at the New Amsterdam 
Theatre. 

 
 

President 
 

 
Woodrow Wilson 

 
Edith Bolling Galt 

Married 18 December 1915 
Woodrow Wilson and Edith Bolling Galt 

Thomas Woodrow Wilson was the 28th President of the United 
States. A devout Presbyterian and leading intellectual of the 
Progressive Era, he served as President of Princeton University from 
1902 to 1910, and then as the Governor of New Jersey in from 1911 
to 1913.Wilson was elected President as a Democrat in 1912. Early in 
his first term, he supported some cabinet appointees in introducing 
segregation in the federal workplace of several departments, a 
Democratic Congress to pass major legislation that included the 
Federal Trade Commission, the Clayton Antitrust Act, the Federal 
Farm Loan Act, America`s first-ever federal progressive income tax 
in the Revenue Act of 1913 and most notably the Federal Reserve 
Act. 
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On the home front, he began the first effective draft, raised billions in war funding 
through Liberty Bonds, imposed an income tax, enacted the first federal drug 
prohibition, set up the War Industries Board, promoted labor union growth, supervised 
agriculture and food production through the Lever Act, took over control of the 
railroads, and suppressed anti-war movements. National woman’s suffrage and 
democratic election of the Senate were achieved under Wilson’s presidency, although 
his largely progressive term was tempered by conservative and sometimes regressive 
policies towards racial equality. 

1915 fashion 
 

                 
 

1915 World’s Fair 

 

San Francisco staged the 1915 Panama-Pacific 
International Exposition, celebrating the opening of the 
Panama Canal in August, 1915 and showing more than 
18 million visitors from around the world that it remained 
"the city that knew how." Understandably, the universal 
reaction of fair-goers was "a sense of wonder." 

 
 
 

 

1915 Panama-Pacific half ïdollar worth is $150.00 if you 
have one. 

 

Lexington Pike became Dixie Highway in 1915, when a national campaign 

was begun to improve the country's road system. Among the major roads 

proposed were the Lincoln Highway to run from New York to San 

Francisco and the Dixie Highway, which was to link Chicago and Miami. By 

early December paving of Dixie Highway had reached the railroad 

crossing in Erlanger. This was an infamous landmark as on weekends 

traffic was known to back up for miles as trains blocked Dixie Highway. 

The underpass that now carries Dixie Highway under the railroad tracks would 
not be built for another 20 years. 

 
 

Women Organize 
 

Friday, March 6, 1915, a number of ladies met at the residence of Mrs. Henry F. 

Childress to organize a Woman's Club and 38 were enrolled as charter members. 
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On August 18, of the same year, the club decided to order one of the Traveling Libraries 

from the Kentucky State Library Commission, and after a book shower on October 27, a 

free public library was opened on November 3, in a room offered by the Citizens Bank. 

Miss Louise Buckner was librarian. At the present time this library has approximately 

1,000 books, and is open two days each week, with Mrs. Thomas J. Stevenson, Mrs. John 

L. Zumbiel, and Mrs. Charles Goodrich as librarians. 

 

Erlanger Improvement Association was organized in 1915, with J. P. Riffe, president; H. 

F. Childress, vice-president; M. Y. Thomas, secretary-treasurer; L. A. Bentler, A. Victor, 

Jr., Dr. P. E. Blackerby, and M. J. Mitchell, directors. This organization did much toward 

the advancement of Erlanger and its interests. 

 

The first celebrated installation of electric current was held March 27, 1915. 

 

The Program 
 

Rev. S. S. Lappin, toastmaster; 

 

"Erlanger as a Residence Town," Samuel W. Adams; State Representative 

"Erlanger as a Business Town," Morris Y. Thomas; 

"Civic Pride," Alonzo A. Shearer; Chairman Erlanger Board of Trustees & member of 

the Erlanger School Board 

 

"Schools and Public Improvement," John Erret; 

 

"The Property Owner and Public Improvement," David E. Castleman; Prominent 

Attorney and his son David operated the famous White Horse Tavern. He also owned a 

horse farm and Seattle Slew was bred at Cattleman‟s farm. 

 

"Professional Men and Public Improvement," O. M. Rogers; Prominent Attorney who 

served on the State Highway Commission 

 

"Fraternities and Public Improvement," Dr. P. E. Blackerby; 

"The Churches and Public Improvement," Rev. Noland; 

"Conservation of Character," E. W. Thornton; and 

"The Need of a Local Improvement Association," Henry F. Childress. 
 
 

Entertains Convention 
 

May 26, 27, and 28, 1915 Erlanger entertained the Northern Kentucky Educational 

Convention. About 300 visiting students attended this meeting and the event was handled 
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in a manner which was a credit to the town.  Prof. P. L. Hamlet was in charge. 

 

There was not one auto fatality in Kenton County in 1915 

The Erlanger Elsmere Tornado 

In Erlanger Kentucky on the evening of July 7, 1915 about 8:30 p.m. there was a meeting 

of about 25 citizens in Bentler‟s Hall. The meeting was called to discuss ways and means 

of raising money to extend water pipes from Ft. Mitchell to Erlanger after Ft. Mitchell 

supplied herself with water. Attorney Dave Castleman was in the midst of an address 

describing the many advantages to be gained by such water service. The rain descended 

on the roof of the building and the noise was like the roar of cannons. Suddenly there 

came a twister and the building rocked. The meeting came to a sudden end. Erlanger 

experienced the worst storm in its history. The clouds had been growing blacker and 

getting lower all evening and finally the storm came with intense fury. It only lasted six 

minutes, but much damage was done. Hundreds of trees were uprooted. Telephone and 

electric light poles and wires were torn down. Erlanger and Elsmere even figured larger 

in the storm than either Covington or Newport. Practically every home in the town was 

damaged more or less The residence of T. J. Stevenson (Sugar Grove) at 108 Stevenson 

Road lost it‟s second floor. T. J. Stevenson was the son of John Hawkins Stevenson and 

Alice Elizabeth (Betty) Timberlake. After the twister the house was reconstructed to it‟s 

present condition without the second floor. It was said that several articles from the 

Timberlake home were found on the ground at the Gale home. (The Beeches) located 

on Dixie Highway where the present day Erlanger Post office is located was 

wrecked. This home was built in 1854 by Steven French who was the brother of Mary 

Elizabeth French Timberlake. Mrs Edwin (Rose McDonald) Gale and her small children 

daughters Rose, Martha and Betty and one son Milford Gale became afraid and went to 

the home of a neighbor. They had scarcely left the house when it collapsed. They were 

not injured. It was however the last time they were in the house. The family moved to 

Cincinnati. 

 

Edwin was an oil broker and president of the Covington Industrial Club. He was in 

charge of life insurance agencies in Northern Kentucky. He and Mr. Stevenson were both 

at the meeting held at the Bentler‟s Building when the storm formed a path through both 

Erlanger and Elsmere and reaped an appalling harvest.. 
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The Beeches-Edwin T. Gale family living in the home from 1903-1915 

 

 
 

The Timberlake Home 

Three Generations 

Alice Elizabeth Timberlake Stevenson (mother) - Thomas J. Stevenson (son) 

Mary Alice Stevenson (Taylor) –Thomas J„s daughter 

Theodore F. Hallam –Alice Hallam (Theodore‟s Daughter) 

- Elizabeth Betty Stevenson (daughter) Hallam 
 
 

The effects of the Tornado on Erlanger and Elsmere 
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In the south side of Erlanger (Elsmere) the home of August Dauwe of Elsmere was 

wrecked and Mrs.Kathrine (Bohr) Dauwe was killed by falling timbers. Their two 

daughters Alvania and Teresa and one son August Jr. were also injured. Katherine was 

born December 1, 1859 so she was 57 when the storm hit Elsmere. 

 

 

 

July 7, 1915 was an historic day in no. KY. A tornado ripped through the area leaving 2 

dead and more than 1,000 homes damaged or destroyed. One of the fatalities was a lady 

from Elsmere. Mrs. August Dauwe was killed when her house on Garvey Ave was 

destroyed. Mr. and Mrs. August Dauwe had 4 daughters, one daughter Alvena was in the 

dining room when the tornado struck. She was picked up along with the rug and was 

carried out into the side yard and unhurt, just like on a flying carpet. Her younger sister 

Mayme suffered a cut finger.  It probably was broken and left her with a crippled finger 

for the rest of her life. She always showed that finger to everyone explaining that it was a 

result of the tornado. She feared storms ever after and whenever a storm was in the area, 

she put out a statue of St. Joseph to protect them from harm. Mayme and her sister Lena 

married brothers, John and Gus Schmidt. 

 

 

 

John & Lena were already married at the time of the tornado. John was down in the 

basement at the time of the storm and rushed upstairs telling Lena “Something bad has 

happened, I just saw image of the face of Christ over the stove”. Minutes later, they were 

informed that Lena’s mother had been killed. This was very impressive to the family as 

John was not an overly religious man.  The only thing known to survive the storm was 

this little box used as a bread box. Lena’s daughter, Helen Marie kept it all these years as 

a keepsake memory box. Helen, a wonderful caring woman, passed away in February 

2008, thus ending the Schmidt family tradition in Elsmere. Helen’s family donated the 

Bread Memory Box to the Erlanger Historical Society. 
 
 

The Schmidt & Dawue families have been lifelong residents of Elsmere. Lena and 

Mayme Dauwe married the Schmidt brothers who were born and raised on Bluegrass 

Ave in Elsmere. When John got married he built a house on the corner of Bluegrass & 

1220 Central Row. Gus married Mayme and they built a house next door to john. Later, 

John and Gus’s sister Anna married Mr. Feldmann and they built a house next to Gus. In 

the 1940‟s carrying on the tradition, John‟s youngest son Jim married and built a house 



7  

next to his Aunt Anna. These homes are still standing on Central Row. This storm did 

much damage to the Beech’s home in Erlanger and took off the second floor of the 

Timberlake Home called Sugar Grove . 

 

1915 was an eventful year in the City’s History. 


